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Project Summary
Environmental protection and sustainability, including 
water resources, is of pivotal importance to everyone.  
The European Community has spent millions of Euros 
funding Research and Technological Development (RTD) 
for decades aiming at protecting and managing the 
environment. Likewise, many resources are spent in defining 
and implementing e.g. water related policies such as the 
Water Framework, Floods, Marine Strategy Framework, 
Groundwater, Drinking Water and Urban Waste Water 
Directives. Despite all good intentions and efforts, there 
remains a communication gap between policy, research 
and industry. Research results are not fully exploited. There 
are still many challenges to be faced such as water-body 
protection, water pollution, floods and droughts.

The STEP-WISE project aims to facilitate bridging this gap 
through the WISE-RTD Knowledge Portal, freely accessible 
on the internet. WISE-RTD, focusing on ‘water’ links RTD-
results to EU-policies and to (industrial) end-users. 
WISE-RTD facilitates dissemination of RTD results to 
scientists and non-scientific stakeholders (policy, industrial 
sector; from SMEs to larger industries) to find RTD results. 
Likewise, scientists and industry may identify policy-
research gaps for future research and exploitation.

Project Content and Expected 
Results
The STEP-WISE Project has one main aim to promote the use 
of EU environmental research results in European, national 
and international policies for supporting environmental 
protection, economic growth and social welfare. 

The project’s focus is the Water sector with these goals:

1.	 Expand the current WISE-RTD Knowledge Portal to 
include all EU water related directives and the US 
Clean Water Act. Through an intelligent keyword 
network, policy objectives research results and water 
technologies will be inter-linked.

2.	Upload information on EU funded research (FP and 
LIFE projects and results) in the WISE-RTD Knowledge 
Portal; summaries in plain English are provided. RTD-
results will be linked to relevant water policies.

3.	Extend WISE-RTD Knowledge Portal with an “e-market” 
functionality matching technology offers and needs 
leading to a bottom-up approach for implementing water 
related policies. This will allow identification of gaps 
between policy domains and available technologies.

4.	Use the WISE-RTD Knowledge Portal to evaluate 
whether policy questions have been answered by the 
RTD outcomes (top down, scientific support to policy), 
and whether needs from identified stakeholders are 
covered by policy issues (bottom-up).

5.	 Improve the communication between policy-makers and 
implementers, scientists and industry through a free-of-
charge e-Learning programme. Different stakeholders 
may interact simultaneously in three perspectives 
(policy, research and application) by using the WISE-
RTD Knowledge Portal.

The 
pressures 
to ensure water 
quality, sufficient quantity 
and its sustainable use are multiple. 
The effects on environmental protection, 
economic growth and social welfare are 
crucial. Communication gaps between 
policy, science and industrial application 
impair efficient uptake of RTD results 
and may have a negative impact on 
water policy decisions.

Follow the STEP-WISE project and get involved in WISE-
RTD. You will have free access to a wealth of knowledge 
for better decision-making. Disseminate your RTD-results to 
end-users: scientists, policy and industrial end-users.
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